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“Pieter Schoolwerth: Shifted Sims,” Instagram: Art in America (@artinamerica), September 14, 2020.
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@ artinamerica @ The paintings in Pieter
Schoolwerth’s (@get_a_head) show

"Shifted Sims"” at @petzelgallery are
based on screenshots of The Sims he
found in the online forums where fans
show off the mods they use to bring
pop references, fetishes, and other
zany twists to the popular game.
Schoolwerth cuts each composition
into foamcore to achieve a shadow-box
play of flatness and depth. Then, in
Photoshop, he copies and shifts an
image of the structure, and paints the
result, with all its doubles and gaps.
The oozing, smeared flesh on some
faces marks an aggressive return of
painterly expression at the end of a
rigorous technical process—or the
zombie presence of physical desire,
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