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“The Beat Goes On,” Artforum, John Miller, October 9, 2025 

 

THE BEAT GOES ON 
On Stephen Prina at the Museum of Modern Art 

 

STEPHEN PRINA, Anita Pace, and Mike Kelley first staged The Beat of the Traps in 
1992. I vividly remember the work’s premiere at the Remise in Vienna. Now, more than 
three decades later, it has resurfaced at New York’s Museum of Modern Art as part of “A 
Lick and a Promise,” a retrospective of Prina’s performance work (through December 
13). The performance, which was presented September 18, 20, and 21, unfolded as an 
intricate braid of choreography, music, spoken text, and rock mythology—both elegiac 
and euphoric, rigorously structured yet unpredictable. 

https://www.artforum.com/t/stephen-prina/
https://www.artforum.com/t/new-york/
https://www.artforum.com/t/museum-of-modern-art/
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https://www.artforum.com/columns/stephen-prina-performing-arts-john-miller-
1234736537/ 
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https://www.artforum.com/columns/stephen-prina-performing-arts-john-miller-1234736537/

